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A PORTRAIT OF THE GOD-HEAD. 


‘Search the Scriptures; for in them ye THINK 
ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of me.” John vy. 39. 


PART 1—CHAP. IIL 


ATTRIBUTES OF THE FIRST PERSON IN THE TRINITY. 


PRESCIENCE. 

Perhaps the strongest declaration of the 
fore-knowledge of God, with which we meet 
in the Scriptures, occurs in Paul’s Epistle to 
the Ephesians, 1—4, where “the saints” at 
Ephesus are said to have been ‘chosen in 
him (Christ) before the foundation of the 
world.” 
quently met with, but few of them refer, even 
remotely, toa time when Deity possessed this 
attribute anterior to *‘the beginning of the 
world’—Vide, Acts 15-18: “‘“Known unto God 
are all his works, from the beginning of the 


Somewhat similar passages are fre- | 


For the Western Examiner. | this attribute; for an overwhelming array of 


testimony presents itself on every side, show- 
ing that all his knowledge must have been de 
rived from experience—that his ideas were all 
derived—that he knew nothing about the prob- 
able results of his experiments, until he had 
witnessed them. 

Deity could not possibly have known that 
man would sin. Itis true we are told in Prove. 
erbs, 16-4, that the Lord made “even the wick- 
ed for the day of evil;” but let us hear what 
the Lord himself is made to say about the 
matter. ‘And God saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. And it repented the 
Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved\himat his heart. And the Lord said, 
I will destroy man, whom I have created, from 
the face of the earth; both man and beast, and 
the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air: 











for it repenteth me that I have made them.?— 


world.”——Acts, 2—23 & 13—48,— Matt. 25— | (Gen. 6—5to 7.) Now would the Lord have 


31,—2 Thes. 2—13,--2 Tim. 1—9, and Rev. | 


17—S8 may also be consulted. 
But it might be made a question, whether it 


were possible, even in the creator of the uni-| Ing é 
|rv was entirely accidental and unlooked for. 
| 


verse, to’ possess this attribute. From what 


source could a knowledge of future events be | It was on this wise, Deity w 


drawn? From an acquaintance, it may be re- 
plied, with the nature of past events—from 
reasoning from cause to effect—similar results 
being likely to arise from the operation of sim- 
ilar causes. Butast 
could not be supposed to hayv€ reasoned thus 
analogically, ere the result of his creative 
power had been developed, we might deny the 
possibility that he could ever have possessed 
the attribute in question, previous to the exis- 
tence of matter. Here, however, we would be 
met with the very conclusive remark: “every 
thing is possible with God;” 
the investigation of the claims o 
nipotence, could settle the matter. We shall 
not, therefore, avail ourselves of the argument 
at present, as it would engross too much of 
the subject of another chapter; but sh 
fine ourselves, in this place, to an examination 
of God’s foreknowledge, as manifested in th 
Scriptures themselvés, 

And we should fiid, at every step of our in- 





did eat.” 
and nothing but | to bear the brunt of the blame; ‘‘and the Lord 
f Deity to om- | Said unto the serpent, because thou hast done 
i this, thou art cursed abeve all cattle, and a- 
hove every beast of the field: upon thy belly 


had occasion to repent, had he foreknown the 
result? Did he foresee that man would sin, 
and by that sin, would cause his maker to re- 
pent of having made him? No; the discove- 


as ‘walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day,” and not meet- 
ing with Adam as was usual, *‘called unto him 
and said, where art thout” Adam appeared 
before the Lord and confessed his fault—or 


he framer of the universe | father, meanly tried to lay it on his spouse. 


“The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, 


(said he) she gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat.” 


“Ani the Lord said unto the woman, 


And the 


what is thisthat thou hast done? 


‘woman said, (following the example set by 


her husband) the serpent beguiled me, and I 
So the poor babbling snake had 


shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the 


all con-| days of thy life.” (Gen. 3—12to 14) Will we 
‘be told after this, that Deity foresaw the fall 


e | of man? 


Since he had sinned, however, the Lord 
was determine to drown him out from the face 


| 


quiry, that there is little occasion to look to| of the earth. But herein, again, he repented, 


ny other source for arguments to prove that 
1e Bible Deity never could have possessed 





—and did he foresce in this case also, that he 
would repent?—he repented, and thought it 





j' y 
Lae g oe fs 
TF 4 ft 


NO. 10.] 





gee 
a 
.. Te eee 


ae 




















“wn 


a ui’, Atieh Le y. of 
ot. Fas ze 


: ws 
u@ tty +d 4 


a 
wv aan 


A 





ate 


fr ere Ta 
—a— Bit; ve 


- 








Pe 


age 


76 


a | 

















—— 
best to save a little of the old leaven. The’ 
machine had not gone right, but some of the 
works might answer for the basis of another 
superstructure: so ‘Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord.” (Gen. 6--8.) 

But all would not do. Wash it as he 
would, the thing still was as foul as ever.— 
Man sinned as of yore; and even on one occa- 
sion, projected an enterprise which caused 
Deity much mental pain, and came nigh unto 
costing him his kingdom. 

Man had been driven from the garden, lest 
he should ‘‘eat of the tree of life and live for- 
ever;” (Gen. 3—22) but his disposition to 
thwart the views of Deity, was as keen as at 
first. Arrived in the land of Shinar, ‘Go to,”’ 
said he, “let us build us a city, and a tower, 
whose top may reach unto héaven; and let us 
make us aname, lest we be scattered abroad 
on the face of the whole earth.” (Gen. 11—4.) 
But Deity had become a little wary of his re- 
bellious offspring; sad experience having taught 
him what foreknowledge had denied. . “Go 
to,” therefore responded he, “‘let us go down, 
and there confound their language, that they 
may not understand one another’s speech.” 
(ver. 7.) This was a stratagem worthy of 
infinite wisdom, and had the desired effect of 
keeping sacred the walls of heaven. 

et man still continued to sin, and to sur- 
— Deity into measures of which his fore- 

nowledge took no cognizance. ‘Through a 
long series of years, matters continued to grow 
worse and worse; the fate of Sodom and Go- 
morrah was unheeded, and abominations mul- 
tiplied in the land. What was to be done? 

he forbearance of Deity could not always be 
extended to his people; and to foresee and | 
counteract their multifarious schemes, was irn- 
possible. A plan at length suggested itself, 
and after due deliberation, was acted upon. 
It was no less than an attempt to shame man 
into his duty, by the sacrifice of a member of 
the sacred family, as an atonement for the 
sins of a degenerate world! ‘‘Coming events,” 
however, ‘cast their shadows before,” but ob- 
scurely, and the plan proved no more success- 
ful than a that had preceded it. With al} 
his knowledge of the nature of man, derived 
from four thousand years’ observation, Deity 

did not foresee that this also would be an abor- 


tion, and that the earth would still be ‘cor- 


rupt, and filled with violence in the sight of the 
Lord!” 

But knowledge is progressive. To avoid er- 
rors, we must be acquainted with their nature, 


‘and as we have seen that the Deity has had a 


good deal of experience in that way, we may 
hope that when he again attempts to make a 
world, (and the Priests tell us that this is to be 











destroyed anon) his foreknowledge, reflected 
from an acquaintance with the past, will aid 
him in making a better. 





Communicated for the Western Examiner. 
ORIGINAL DEPRAVITY—TENDENCY OF ‘THE 
DOGMA TO PERPETUATE EXISTING EVILS. 

It is utterly impossible to enlighten the hu- 
man mind, while the ignorantizing dogma ex- 
ists, that moral evil is caused by an original 
and inherent depravity of man. So long asit 
is the practice to instil this dogma into the 
minds of youth, knowledge, science, morality, 
and happiness, must be more or less retarded. 
While men are taught to ascribe the moral evil 
which pervades society, to a free-will deprav- 
ity of our nature, (and which is partly genera- 
ted by this very dogma) it will be impossible 
to convince them of the real cause of this species 
of evil. Butso soon as they can be educated to 
see that mind consists in nothing but an associ- 
ation ofideas,and corresponding emotions caus- 
ed by the original stimulation ofexternal objects 
upon the excitabie structure of the nervous sys- 
tem, (which is composed of elements no more 
depraved than those in the composition of 
other bodies, )—so soon as they can be educat- 
ed tosee that ideas do not create themselves, 
but only precede, follow and associate with 
each other in the order of antecedence and 
consequence—so soon as they can be _ persua- 
ded to know that the faculties and passions 
are nothing but different classes of ideas and 
emotions, and so soon as they can be prepos- 
sessed to think that will, reason, belief, and 
conscience, are nothing but the result and ef- 
fect of the association of ideas and emotions— 
then, and not till then, can they become capa- 
ble of seeing and thinking that it is the errone- 
ous and unnatural institutions, governments, 
systems, doctrines, dogmas and fables, caus- 
ing an excess and mismanagement of the pas- 
sions and actions, that deprave them. It is the 
order and harmony among the objects of the 
external world, that establish the order and 
laws of the association of ideas. It is clusters 
of these associations of ideas that give indi- 
viduality to emotion, and divide its two grand 
departments of pleasure and pain into the pas- 
sions and desires. We are the creatures of 
whatever association we can acquire. It is the 
greater quantity of order around us that gives 
a greater harmonious and predominating asso- 
ciation of ideas, and that causes virtue and 
happiness to triumph over vice and misery. 

But I regret to find that so many of those 
who see the absurdity of ascribing the cause 
of moral evil to the inherent depravity - 


man, should limit its cause to district religio 


aud monarchical governments, and not see 
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that the greater portion of it is caused by the 
erroneous form of society from the private 
property system. Is it possible that mankind 
can only comprehend and reform themselves 
of but one species of error ata time! This 
seems to be the case at present in America and 
Europe, where the evils of kingly govern- 
ments are generally seen, and representative 
ones substituted; but the other sources of evil 
are only suspected by afew. The cause of 
this is, that the philosophers, some centuries 
back, could only, from the darkness of the 
age, point out the evil of monarchical govern- 
ments. But men having now adopted repre- 
sentative governments, they are beginning to 
see the evils of district religions, which have 
been pointed out at a later date, and which re- 
quire more moral courage to resist than that 
of government; but feware beginning to sus- 
pect that representative governments, private 
property and even labor-saving machinery up- 
on the. present division of goods, are also e- 
vils. The necessity is, that the whole system 
of evil must be presented to mankind in con- 
nection, before they can become completely 
unpuzzled as to its cause. By pointing out 
one source of evil at a time, the mind is left in 
doubt as to the source of the balance. Wri- 
ters must, therefore, begin to treat upon the 
whole system of evil; for when men can.be 
educated to see the whole of it, they will be 
roused to greater exertions, and will make a 
more complete and rapid reform. The great 
body of evil, then, is not to be charged to any 
one institution, but to a combination of them. 
It is the private property system that causes 
so much selfishness, avarice, inequality, pov- 
erty, luxury, crime; misery, wars and ignor- 
ance; and it is the district religions and im- 
roper governments that have increased them 
y producing party and sectarian spirit, disun- 
ion, intolerance and persecution. But we be- 
hold many of those who see the evils of kingly 
governments, and district religions, commit- 
ting a blunder (by viewing the selfishness pro- 
duced by the private property system itself, 
as an insurmountable barrier to the adoption 
of the community system of goods) similar to 
that of the christian who blinds himself by as- 
cribing the evils partly generated by the dog- 


mas of christianity, to the original depravity 
of man. PALMER. 





The following ‘‘Sacred fragment” came to 
us from a distant correspondent. Whether ev- 
er before published or not, we are not inform- 
ed.—[ Eds. Exam. 

A SACRED FRAGMENT. 
Moses, at the foot of Sinai, falling into a 
-rage with his brother Aaron’s calf, dashed in 























pieces the two tables of stone, on which God 
had been 40 days engraving the divine word 
with his finger nail; and composed, as cor- 
rectly as his memory, prejudice and self-inter- 
est would allow him, another volume in its 
stead. An indefatigable missionary has re- 
cently found several fragments of the origin- 
al table, from which he has already translated, 
out of the ancient Hebrew, the first chapter of 
Genesis entire. Every one will be interested 
in comparing this inviolate chapter with the 
spurious imitation of it by Moses, as it stands 
on the first page of the Jewish Scriptures. 
TFRANSLATION. 

1. In the beginning man created the devils 
and the gods. 

2. And his imaginations were without form, 
and void, and darkness was upon the face of 
his thoughts; and the spirit of fanaticism mov- 
ed on the face of society. 

3. And the priest said, let there be delusion: 
and there was delusion. 

4. And the priest saw the delusion that it 
was good; and he divided the delusion from 
the truth. 

5. And the priest called the delusion truth, 
and the truth he called infidelity. And the 
evening of knowledge, and the morning of ig- 
norance, were the first night. 

6. And the priest said, let there be strife in 
the midst of the people, and let it divide them 
sect from sect. 

7. And the priest made the strife, and divi- 


ded sect against sect, and filled the earth with . 


fear and folly, and hatred, and with burning 
and blood. 

8. And the priest found in his mind the im- 
age of a king, and his throne, and his minions, 
and of the hierarchy, and called it heaven. 
And the evening of liberty, and the morning 
of oppression, were the second night. 

9. And the priest said, let the earnings of 
the people be gathered together for the idle; 
and let the industrious and their babes pine 
in poverty: and it was so. 

10. And the priest called the oppressor, 
and the spoiler, and the wicked, called he 
righteous; and the oppressed, and the just, 
and the yirtuous, called he wicked. 

11. And the priest said, let superstition 
bring forth vices after its kind, and corrupt 
customs, yielding seed after their kind, whose 
seeds are in themselves: and it was so. 

12. And superstition brought forth vices af- 
ter its kind, and corrupt customs yielding seed 
after their kind: and the priest saw that they 
were good. 

13. And the evening of virtue, and the mor- 
ning of vice, were the third night. 

14. And the priest said, let there be darke 
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in society to divide the night from the day;' 


and let them invent signs, and seasons, and) 
davs, and times, and mysteries. | 

15. And let them be for darks in the society 
of men to give darkness upon the earth: and it 
Was so, 
~ 16. And the priest made two great darks, | 
the greater dark to rule the minds, and the 
lesser dark to rule the bodies of men: he 
made the parasites of the bishep and the des 
90t also. | 

17. And the priest set them over the people | 
to give darkness upon the earth. 

18. And to rule over the night, and to dis- 
tinguish the light by the darkness: and the | 
priest saw that it was good. 

19. And the evening of prosperity,.and the 
morning of church-and-state-union, were the 
fourth night. 

20. And the priest said, let our perverted 
imaginations bring forth abundantly, phantoms 
for the deep concerns of our malice, and phan- 
toms for the high regions of our ambition. 

21. And the priest created the great devil, 
and every hobgoblin that affrighteth, which 
his passions brought forth abundantly, after 
their kind: and every winged image of our 
pride and tyranny, after their kind: and he 
saw that it was good. 

22. And the priest blessed them, saying, be 
fruitful and multip!y, and fill the deep caverns 
of our malice and let the images of our pride 
and tyranny multiply in the air. 

23. And the evening of the natural man, 
and the morning of the unnatural, were the 
fifth night. , 

24. And the priest said, let the church 
bring forth the tytheman after its kind; and 
the impostor, and the hypocrite, and the per- 
secutor, and the idiot, after their kind: and it 
was so. 

25. And the priest made the persecutor af- 
ter his kind, and the hypocrite after his kind, 
and every thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
after its kind: and the priest saw that it was 
good. ha 





26. And the priest said, let us make God in 
our own image, after our own likeness; and 
Jet him have dominion over the hobgoblins of 
the cavern and the winged phantoms of the 


air, and over every creeping thing that creep-|)°"),) 0) 
| had blasphemed. 


|in convulsive agonies, and lay foaming with 


eth upon the earth. 

27. So the priest created God in his own 
image; in the image of man created he hin; 
Father, Son and Ghost, created he them. 


28. And the priest blessed them: and the; me?” 
priest said unto them, subdue the earth, and) 
have dominion over the hobgoblins of the cav-| 
ern, and over the winged phantoms of the air, | 


—=— — — 


and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. 

29. And the priest said, behold T have giv- 
en you every power of nature, and every pas- 
sion of man: to you shall they be given for at- 
tributes. 

30. And to every persecutor of the earth, 


. ; ! 7 ett: ‘ , + Pe - ‘ 
ind to the hypoerite, and the idiot, and to 


‘very creeping thing where there be faith, have 
! given superstition for knowledge: and it was 
$O. ‘ 

31. And the priest saw every thing that he 
had made, and behold! (for his purpose) it 
was very good. And the evening of charity, 
and the morning of intolcrance, were the sixth 


night.! 





To the Editors of the Western Examiner. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Enclosed we hand you a slip, cut from the 
‘‘Republican” of this city, of the 28th April, 
purporting to be an account of the last mo- 
ments of the illustrious Voltaire; and also the 
copy ofa refutation of the charges contained 
therein, which the Editors of that paper were 
requested to publish, but which request they 
either had not the moral courage or honesty 
to comply with. Will you oblige us by lay- 
ing both the extract from the “Republican,” 
and the refutation of its statements, before 
your readers? 

Several Subscribers to the **Examiner” 
and also to the ** Republican.” 


From the Missouri Republican of the 28th April. 
VOLTAIRE’S LAST HOURS. 

The following is from ‘‘Letters on Female 
Character, addressed to a young lady on the 
death of her mother, by Mrs. Virginia Carey.” 

There is something very appalling to the 
imagination in the contemplation of Voltaire’s 
last. moments. Yet it is a picture which 
should be hung up for exhibition before the 
congregated world. 

What unutterable horrors pervaded his soul 
when it received its final summons to appear 
before its Master and its Judge! He was dis- 

} 


covered by his attendant with a book of prayers 


in his hand, endeavoring with a faltering 
tongue to repeat some ofthe petitions for mer- 
cy, addressed to that Being whose name he 
He had fallen from his bed 


impotent despair, on the floor exclaiming, 
‘Will not this God whom I have denied save 
me too? Cannot infinite mercy extend to 
Awful spectacie! Where was then 
the fame for which he had labored? the ap- 


plause which had been the breath of his nos- gi 


trils? Where were the hollow-hearted flatter- 
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ers, whose faithless professions of friendship 
had deceived him in prosperity? Alas, they | 
were the firstto forsake him in the hour of 
misery. His last moments were attended | 
solely by a hired menial, who is said to have | 
inquired, when next applied to in her profes- | 
sional capacity, whether the centleman who}! 
wanted her services was a 2 Tosopher3 for she 
deciared herself unable to stand the 
another scene like the death bed of Voltaire; 

nd would rather forego the emolument than 
engage in such an arduous and soul-appalling 
duty. 

What must liave been the céndition of that: 
departed spirit, when the dread realities of the 
future burst upon its unobstructed vision? 
When the awful throne of an insulted Sove-| 
reign rose in sublime majesty before the im- | 
mortal soul, on its entrance into eternity! when 
the first object it beheld, in the dread realms 
of futurity, was the Being whose existence he 
had denied, whose cause he persecuted! and | 
that Being enthroned in omnipotence as a fi- | 
nal Judge! Let us draw a veil over the terri-| 
fic spectacle. 

(Copy of a reply to the foregoing.) 
To the Editors of the Missouri Republican. 
GENTLEMEN-— 
Will you be so obliging as to publish the | 


following extract? It is, certainly, as well au- | 
thenticated as one recently published by you, | 
respecting the same matter; and cannot, or) 
should not, give offence to those who profess | 
to be willing to hear both sides. The extract! 


is froma pamphlet recently published in this | 


city, but, we believe, not extensively circula- | 
ted. Respectfully, 
SEVERAL SUBSCRIBERS. 


VOLTAIRE’S a AST HOURS. 


‘When at last Voltvire was lying on a bed 
of sickness, from which he never arose, the 
Marquis de Villette (with whom the philoso- 
pher resided at Paris,) when he perceived his 
visiter’s death approaching, sent for Mons. 
Bonnet, Cure of St. Sulpice, to persuade him, 
if possible, to comply with the usual custom 
of religion, in order that the proper honors | 
might be paid to his remains. The Cure be- | 
gan by questioning Voltaire, “if he believed 
in the divinity of Jesus Chnst?” but was has-| 
tily stopped by the wit’s saying, “Ah! M. le! 
Cure, if I pass that article to you, you will de- 
mand ifIdo not believe in the Hely Ghost, | 
and so on, until vou finish by the Bull Uni- 
genitus,’ The Cure departed; but ina few | 
hours after, a great change appearing, he came 
a second time, and began by putting his hand 
on the dying man’s head as he lay in i bed; upon 


horror of 


| which Voltaire raised his own hand to the 
Cure’s head, and pushed him away, saying, 
| ‘*[ came into the world withouta Bonnet, and 
will go out without one; therefore let me die 
in peace.’ He accordingly turned his back to 
‘wards the Cure, and died-in a few minutes, 
without speaking another word; and as a proof 
of the perfect understanding that he died an 
unbeliever, the archbishop of Paris refused 
every application that was made to him for the 
rites of Christian burial. The Marquis de 
Villette, and Voltaire’s nephew, contested the 
|matter with the archbishop some days, and 
‘the result was, that Voltaire should be taken 
‘in a coach, asif living, to his nephew’s abbey 
vat Sellieres, in Champagne, accompanied by 
|himself and the Marquis, where he was inter- 
‘red with the utmost privacy.” 





aE 5 
Editorial Department. __ 


~ We had designed commencing in our pres- 
ent number, a series of biographical sketches 
of liberal writers, but want of space has com- 
pelled us to defer the task until our next.— 
| Although of the opinion ourselves, that it 
‘matters lithe how a man dies, so he has 
idived well, we are yet aware that, upon this 
‘point, we differ from the generality; and for 
this reason we conceive it our duty to be upon 
‘the alert, that false statements, respecting 
events, which, though in themselves of but 
‘small importance, yet weigh so heavily with 
the mass of mankind, may not pass unrefuted. 
This must be our apology for our contempla- 
ted undertaking. 

We have been Jed more particularly at this 
| time to commence the work, from the fact, 
‘that. the argument drawn from the alleged re- 
‘eantati tion and immoral lives of several eminent 
authors, is the only one that we have been 
able to elicit from our opponents. Here, it 
seems, they are willing to join issue with us, 
and here, also, are we willing to meet them. 
But we would ask, are they willing that their 
own system should be tried by a similar test? 
Are they willing ‘that it should stand or fall 
with the claims to morality and consistency of 
conduct of some of its greatest champions! — 

Shall we ke allowed the liberty to review the 
lives of such men as Constantine, (virtually 
‘the founder of christianity, who only murder- 
ed, in cold blood, six or seven of his nearest 
relatives, ) Popes Innocent 3d and Alexander 
6ih; or, among the reformers, Luther, and 
Calvin, and Henry Sih,—shall we be allowed 








{ 
jtor eview the lives of these great “pillars of 


the church,” and setthe result of our labors 
|down to the charge of christianity? And why, 


by the rule adopted by our opponents, why 
should we not do so? 
¢ 


If the argument is avail- 
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able in the one case, most certainly it must be 


so in the other; and we defy any one to point 
out the difference, unless it be in the assump- 
tion that ‘‘the saints” cannot sin—that all their 
abominations, as Burnet more than intimates 
of those of Henry VIII, were necessary, and 
so ordained by providence! 

But we shall not put their religion to so 
severe a test; satisfied as we are, that the 
premises assumed in either case, are untena- 
ble. However, that our readers may perceive 
with what advantage we might turn the argu- 
ment against our opponents, we shall give 
them from time to time, brief but authen- 
tic sketches, of the lives of some of 
those ‘‘after-t1od’s-own-heart” men; leaving 
it to their candor to decide, whether we might 
not, by aparity of reasoning, raise a far more 
formidable objection to the christian system, 
than has ever been arrayed against ‘‘infidel- 
ity. : 





fe" Vipa,” in ournext. 
aE 
From the Mohawk Liberal. « 
FRUITS OF RELIGION, 
BY THE LOT. 

We have quite an assorpment of most choice 
fruit from the storehouse of religion, this 
week. And none who relish such morsels; 
need now go uway hungry. ‘Oh, every one 
that thirst, come ye to the waters;’ receive ye 
‘wine and milk, without money and without 
price.” 

First on the list is a very pious horse stealer, 
a priest of the Methodist denomination, as we 
have been told by citizens of Utica. Of this 
servant of the Lord, thus saith the Utica Ob- 
servel: ° 

Horse thief taken.—Some four or five weeks 
since, a stranger hired a horse and wagon of 
Mr. Lyman, keeper of a livery stable in this 
city, and ran away with them. Great efforts 
were made to arrest the individual, which provy- 
ed unsuccessful, until a week or ten days since, 
when Mr. L. fortunately came across the 
rogue in Wayne co., Pennsylvania, and to his 
utter surprise found him a Preacher of the 
Gospel and in full communion, and then (Sun- 
day) actually engaged in preaching to his con- 
gregation. Mr. L. was an attentive listen- 
er to his discourse, and saw him at the close 
go through the solemn ceremony of Baptism, 
in the admission of two new converts into his 
society. In the evening he was arrested and 
the property found in his possession. He was 
then committed to jail to await a further trial. 
It is well for the community that justice has 
thus arrested the further depredations of an ar- 
rant knave in the person of a Priest. 
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Quere—did not this man of God, have in 
view the example of our Lord and Saviour, 
when he forgot to return his neighbor’s horse, 
as worldsmen say he ought to have done? 

Hear what St. Luke saith —xix 29,—‘and 
it came to pass when he [Jesus] was come nigh 
unto Bethphage and Bethany, * * * he 
sent two of his disciples, saying, go ye into the 
village over against you, in the which, at your 
entering, ve shall find a colt tied, whereon yet 
never man sat: loose him and bring him hith- 
er. And if any man ask you, why do you 
loose him? thus shall ye say unto him. Be- 
cause the Lord hath need of him.’ Probably 
our Methodist Priest thought that the Lord 
had need of Mr. Lyman’s horse and carriage. 
But a wicked people have arrested him and 
put him in prison, for thus serving his master. 
This has doubtless been done, that the prophe- 
cy might be fulfilled, wherein it was written 
—Mark xiii, 9—‘*But take heed to yourselves, 
for they shall deliver you up to the council; 
and in the synagogue shall ye be beaten, far- 
rested by Mr. Lyman] and ye shall be 
brought before rulers and kings, for my sake. 
But when they shall lead you and deliver you 
up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall 
speak, but whatsoever shall be given you in 
that hour, that speak ye, for it is not ye that 
speak, but the Holy Ghost.’ So perhaps we 
may add—for it was not the thieving priest 
that stole the horse, but the Hely Ghost. 





From the New Haven Examiner. 


ANOTHER VICTIM TO FANATICISM. 

We learn from Br. Case, at present preach- 
ing in Danbury, the following melancholy 
facts: 

Br. Fisk—I write to inform you, that a cir- 
cumstance occurred on Sunday evening last, 
which seemed to spread a gloom throughout 
this pleasant village. A Mrs. Laura Sharpe, 
(a widow Lady about 45 years of age) com- 
mitted suicide by drowning herself in a pond 
near this place—-after having divested herself 
of part of her clothing, &c. which she left on 
the margin of the pond. 

It appears that during a protracted meeting, 
held at the Baptist church in this village, last 
winter, slfe was induced to believe, that -she 
had but little hopes of salvation. Still she con- 
sented to become a member of the church; ac- 
cordingly, a hole was cut in the ice of the 
Pond, in which she was found, and she was 
plunged. - Since then, I learn that she has 
feared she had sinned away the day of grace, 
and has now put an end to her existence; no 
doubt under the influence of religious frenzy, 
occasioned by attending a protracted meeting, 
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and listening to the soul chilling dogma, which 
is so much, dwelt upon by fanatics! 

When will the end of these thinzs be? 

Were any man, or set of men to enter so- 
ciety under any other cloak, than that of reli- 
gion, and become the instruments of causing 
so much insanity and death, as are produced 
by the ravings of fanatical preachers, at their 
protracted meetings, he or they, would be re- 
cognized by the civil authorities, and held to 
answer for their conduct before a jury of their 
country. 

Danbury, March 25th, 1834. 

Br. W. E. Manly, speaking of another 
subject, says: 

He is a young man, who adopted the spirit 
of fanaticism at a late protracted meeting in 
this place, conducted by Mr. Orton. He so 
distinguished himself in his zeal for God, (not 
according to knowledge) that he was very much 
encouraged by his brethren, till at length he 
even presumed to direct the choice of a revi- 
val measure; when, on having his forwardness 
corrected, he became enraged—the result of 





which is, that he is now a raving maniac.— | 


Trumpet. . 


From the Magazine and Advocate. 

A whirlwind of fanaticism in the form of a 
protracted meeting, has just passed over our 
village; the result is as usual—insanity and 
despair. One amigble lady (Mrs. Dean) the 
wife of a fond husband, and the mother of sev- 
en children, is a religious maniac. The prob- 
ability now is, that she must pass the remain- 
der of her days ina mad house. And what is 
most horrible to relate, the hard hearted mon- 
ster, (Myrick,) who has raised this whirlwind 
of fanaticism and mania, when made acquaint- 
ed with the fact, said, he ‘wished half of Os- 
wego was in the same situation!” 

Yours, &c. 
O. WHISTON. 


Oswego, March 28, 1834. 


Victims! More victims of Protracted Meet- 
ings.—Mr. Truman Bostwick departed this 
life after a severe conflict for more than a year. 
It was said of him that he was crazy. The 
following respecting him was a general ex- 
pression, ‘He got his death wound at a pro- 
tracted meeting.’ He was a resident of this 
town, and member of the Presbyterian 
church. : 

Mrs. Mary McNair, member of the same 
church, was taken in a fit of delirium ata pro- 
tracted meeting. She lived some eight or ten 
days and departed this life. 

Ider Bemis, a Free-Will Baptist 





preacher, was taken at the same meeting, in 





the same manner, but the disorder has not 
yet proved fatal, tho’ three or four men are 
necessary to take care of him. 

Sheets might be filled with similar cases, 
by going twenty or thirty miles from this place; 
but these cases only include this town, and 





the town adjoining. With Mr. Truman Bost- 
wick, | have been personally acquainted for 
many years. Ata protracted meeting held in 
this town, July 1833, conducted by the cele- 
‘brated Revivalist, Mr. Oadway, Mr. Bost- 
wick became a victim. It was soon discover- 
ed that he acted strangely by spells; and he at 
ilength fell into crazy fits, which increased up- 





on him until last December, when he died. 
With Mrs. Mary McNair, I was also person- 
ally acquainted. She joined the Presbyterian 
church about a year ago. She had some 
years before, moved into Livingston county— 
came here on a visit—-went to the protracted 
meeting in Allegany county, (town adjoining 
this,) returned home with her mother, and 
there died, some thirty or forty miles from 
heme. With Mr. Bemis I was not personally 








acquainted—but have frequently heard of him; 
he lives in the town west of this. Mr. Little- 
joha conducted the mecting where Mr. Be- 
mis and Mrs. McNair were driven to insan- 
ity. ’ 

+ “The meeting at which Mrs. McNair and 
Mr. Bemis were taken crazy, was held in Al- 
mond about a month ago, by the Presbyteri- 
ans. As soon as they closed, the Methodists 
commenced in the same town and continued 
a week, and between them, the whole flourish- 
ing society of Universalists in that place,(save 
one member, ) is said to have become converts 
to their faith. This iscommon repori: but I 
have ascertained that facts speak differently; 
not one of that society, so far asI can learn 
have been in the least shaken. 

ASA UPSON. 

Hornelisville, Steuden county, March 16, 1831. 








Suicioe.—The Columbia (Pa.) Spy says: 
‘We understand that Mr. Martin Nissly, 
(Methodist preacher) of Donnegal township, 
in this county, hung himself in his own barn 





eleven o’clock in the morning, suspended from 
a beam by a cord around his neck—and as he 
had been missing since nine, it was presumed 
he had been in that situation for more than 
an hour. He was in excellent circumstances, 
and we have heard no cause assigned for the 


act. 





CANDOR.--‘‘Mister,”’ said a ragged little urchin 
the other day to a shop keeper, ‘‘bere’s your paper I 





stole, but as there is no politics in it, mother told me to 
bring it back.” 


on Wednesday last, being discovered about . 
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Bewildered in an immense forest during the From the N. Y. Free Enquirer. 
night, and having only one small torch for my L’HEBDOMADAIRE PHILOSOPHIQUE 
guide, a stranger approaches, and thus ad- ET LITTERAIRE. 
dresses me:—‘' Friend, blow out thy light, if| Such is the title of a French weekly paper, 
thou would’st make sure of the right path.” —| the first number of which will be published on ¥ 
This stranger was a priest.— Diderot. Thursday May Ist, 1834. 





ee Our liberal friends who may wish to en- 
Freemen Beware!!—We have been credibly informed | Gourage this entirely new undertaking, will 


that the Presbyterian ‘‘Christian Party in Politics’’ | haye the kindness to forward their names as 

have, at the presenttime, upwards of THREE HUN-! soon as possible. The terins are $2 59 for the ’ 
DRED agents travelling through this State, for the pur-| whole yvear—to be paid in advance; or 81 5) 

pose of influencing voters at the coming election!!! This} for six months, to be paid ‘nn advance. 

Swarm of locusts, are disguised in the character of} [,’Hebdomadaire Philosophique et Litté- 
Temperance agents, Tract pedlers, &c. &c. Shall] paire will not be sent to subscribers. unless the 

the nefarious scheme succeed? God forbid!--R. I. Rep.| above terms are complied with. Letters to be 


: | post paid, to H. D. Robinson, Editor. 
Ingenious Reply.--‘‘Why do you continue to retail peta : 
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spirituous liquor! + did not seil, these drinking . ar 
‘ ; : AGENTS. 


fellows wo'd not come to my shop, and I should have : ; 
' Ps ” Missovri.— Harrison Munday, C/srkesville, Pike 


eaeionsaite Co.; Benj. Means, Palmyra, Marion Co.; R. Dallam, 
An honest clergyman in the country was reproving a| Booneville, Cooper Co.; William Cabeen, Chariton, 

married couple for their frequent dissention, seeing they | Chariton Co. 

were both one. ‘Both one?’ cried the husband; ‘were Ivusois.—Dr. T. M. Crow, Galena: P. J. Hob- 

you to come by our door sometimes when we quarrel, | son, Carrollton, Green Co.; Lewis Masquerier, Car- 

you might swear we were teenty.’ thage, Hancock Co.; E. G. Potter, Lebanon, St. Clair 


no chance to give them good advice. 


Original Anecdote.--A Frenchman attended one of 
Rev. Mr. Burchard’s anxious meetings a few evénings ; 
since, in this city, and was accosted by Burchard with Arkansas Ter.—John H. Reed, Little Rock. 
this question —‘Have you ever been born again?’ The Inpiana.—John Abbot, New Albany; J. G. Dufour, 
Frenchman replied with much gravity, ‘No saire, 1) p, M. Veray; L. Gex, P. M. New Harmony; Banta 
have not, my father died before I was told it was neces- | & Baxter, Madison. ds 
sary, so I have never had an opportunity. Ifmy moth- i 
er gets married again, I shall attend to it immediately.’ 





50. 
Micuican Trer.—Stewart McKee, Plaitesville. 





Outo.—Jas. Underwood, Cincinnati; John Hal- 


—Buf. Bul. istead, P. M., Eagleville, Ashtabula Co.; Abraham 
-_—_— | Knisley, Columbia, Hamilton-Co.; Samuel G. Tones, 
“*A Methodist preacher of the name of Sizer, resi- | Portsmouth. . 


ding in North Killingworth, has been trespassing after 


; : | Kentucky.—Jacob Walter, Louisville; J. J. Mor- 
the pious example of the orthodox clergy generally, and 


' - “Se ind | -ison, Morrisonville, Trigg Co.; Andrew Ross, Coring- 

E. iX. Avery in particular. He has a wife and family. | Ce bell C ; Garrit M we Oak Gr 7 

One of the victims resides, we believe, in Durham.’’ ton, Campbell Vo.; Garritt Meriwether, Ua FOUS, 
What a purifying influence fashionable religion has | Christian Co. 





upon the character of those who believe and are bap- ‘NNSYLVANIA.—John F tai » 
cool Mata Gaalliene ditt “taf adhe to tae oes | : ei pene sag tH) we eee German 
e zon; Geo. ppv, JMyersiown. 
of heaven.”’ Pe eee ee j 
> New Yorx.—H. D. Robinson, Editor of Free En- 

Ancedote.--A Sea officer was prevailed on, for once, |quirer, City of N. Y.; Dr. E. B. Woodworth, P. M. 
to accompany a friend to an assembly of modern Fama- | Flint Creek; Lewis Little, Hudson. J 
tics. When they arrived, the first thing that struck the | «i . 
Son of Neptune, was a prayer, in which the noisy oraz- | {> Mr Wiiitam C, Barrows, authorized 


tor, (with foaming vociferation and a countenance of| travelling Agent. 

fury, ) set forth the congregation as the vilest of sinners; | os 

and in such opprobrious terms and earnestness as to | TERMS 
| ste thn, 


Jeave no doubt in the mind of the honest Tar, that all | T! WresTern EXAMINER i ublished 4 
he said was literally true; which induced hin to whis- | nO WESTERN EAMINER 16 piousne? IM 


per to his companion this-—-‘Jack do you hear what a | the City of St. Louis, on the Ist and 15th of 
set of d -d scoundrels we have got among--come |every month, at the low price of One Dollar 


r . lf ao , yy - | “Ae, . 
let us be off before the roof comes down upon our | and Fifty Cents per annuum, pay able in ad- 
heads, and send the, whole crew to the devil. penthaigs 


Agents, or others, by forwarding $10, 
will be entitled to eight copies. 
O<¢-The triends of liberal priaciples through- 





Theological Repository, ‘was recently held in Cham- | 


Protracted Meeting.-—‘A protracted meeting’ says the | 

| 
, ‘eet 
plain, by the orthodox, to produce a revival of religion; | 


and they have so far succeeded as to produce insanity| out the Union, are respectfully requested to 
im the minds of a number, to that degree, that the strait | accept the Agency of this paper, and aid us in 
jacket has been resorted to!’—Priestcraft Exposed. | procuring subscribers, 





